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IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY 
 

 

The theology of glory is alive and well.   
 
I was once perusing through a local bookstoreôs best-
selling Christian books, and came across these catchy 
titles: ñBattlefield of the Mind: Winning the Battle in 
Your Mindò (Joyce Meyer), and ñEvery Day a Friday:  
How to be Happier 7 Days a Weekò (by Joel Osteen).  
These were just two of a few from award-winning Chris-
tian writers who fill auditoriums with eager listeners and 
preach to them their version of the Christian ñgospel.ò 
 
As I was standing there, and I was paging through these 
books, some words of Scripture came to mind:   ñFor the 
time will come when men will not put up with sound doc-
trine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 
around them a great number of teachers to say what 
their itching ears want to hear.ò (2 Timothy 4:3) 

 
Look through these books and you will see advice how to live a more 
ñgloriousò and fulfilling life; steps to take to bring you more joy and happiness 
in a world filled with negativity; and principles to follow that promise to take 
bad things away and leave behind a spirit-filled new life!  These self-made 
prophets will promise to provide you a path toward ñvictoryò every person is 
sure to fail to follow.  Their advice centers on the needs of the person and what 
they will choose to do next. 
 
These prophets tell you that if you make the right decision, follow the right steps, get negative thoughts out of your 
head, and use the right words then-- and only then-- God will bless you.   
 
What kind of a gospel is that? 
 
Unfortunately, Osteen and Meyer are not proclaiming a Jesus who is (as the Bible declares Him), but a Jesus they 
would like for Him to be.  And they fill auditoriums with people of itching ears. 
 
Both of these books have crumbling foundations.  They are weak on a true biblical understanding of Jesus, devoid 
of a proper understanding of the cross, and have no concept of the place of suffering in the life of the Christian.  
They relegate sin to the world of negative thinking and personal and social inaction.  They attempt to proclaim a 
sort of ñChristian nirvana,ò a life in the heavenly realms apart from the pain and suffering of Christ on a cross.  
They speak of God in distant and generic terms, and imply that if somehow one would simply follow a few con-
crete steps, God will be happy with them and shower them with earthly blessings. 
 
They are all about people being at the center of everything, with God Almighty having just one goal along the 
wayðgiving them happy lives and removing any impediment to their goals along the way. 
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Continued from page 1 ñIn the Cross of Christ I Gloryò  

 

They draw all their hearers into the presence of a shiny piece of fruit and a hissing voice that says, ñ5 For God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil." (Genesis 3:5) 

 
I shared one Sunday the story of a company that was struggling financially.  They wanted to develop a product 
that was a ñsure thingò for Christmas, so they designed a baby Jesus doll that they thought little girls would 
line up to buy.  So they put a precious smile on his pudgy little face.  They gave him some cute little chubby 
hands.  They wrapped his body in shiny, comfortable-looking satin, and place him in a manger of clean, sani-
tary, and obviously disinfected straw.  The package had a label on it that said this precious baby Jesus was 
ñwashable, cuddly, and unbreakable.ò  For an additional touch, they added a nice, non-threatening, Bible pas-
sage on the cover outside, and wrapped the doll in colorful eye-catching packaging. 
 
And this ñwashable, cuddly, and unbreakableò Jesus didnôt sell.  No, not at all. 
 
So here is the sign they had placed before these precious baby Jesus displays on the days just prior to Christ-
mas: 
 

Jesus Christ 
Marked down 50% 

Get him while you still can! 
 
The precious baby Jesusô were stacked up everywhere in the displays.  No one seemed too interested.  No one 
would buy.  Cute little girls would not enjoy this ñwashable, cuddly, and unbreakableò Jesus this Christmas as 
they would remain on the shelves at Christmas. 
 
I guess people just didnôt know what to do with a cleaned-up Jesus.   
 
Unfortunately, some in our society have found a way to clean up the Jesus in their preaching, smooth away the 
rough edges of the cross, clean up the manger scene, sterilize the death right out of the crucifixion, remove ref-
erence to the stain of our sins that put Him there, and mythologize the resurrection.  They create a Jesus who is 
no Jesus at all and replace Him with a Jesus whom they wish Him to be. 
 
We donôt live in a world that tends to be soft and cuddly and unbreakable.  Everything is broken and passing 
away.  The theology of prosperity actually comes as an invader into a world in need of delivery by means of 
the cross and the gospel of Christ in, with, and under things that are broken.   It does not come by means of 
fancy suits, fine soliloquies of human words, and empty promises. 
 
I continue to wonder how well prosperity gospel preachers ever do with a grieving family or at the bedside of a 
young child whose parents just find out she has terminal cancer. 
 
Enter stage left sin, death, darkness, broken relationships, disease, dysfunction, prejudice, hatred and the like, 
and the theology of glory crumbles apart.  God then seems distant from His creation.  Jesus appears less than 
interested to ñfixò anything.  A Jesus apart from the manger, the cross, and the empty tomb offers no relief and 
no answers to lifeôs deepest questions.   
 
All one is left with are colorful platitudes in empty lives, frustrated disciples who wonder about the evil in life, 
lots of questions and little relief, boxes and boxes of unsold precious Jesus dolls, and a Jesus who seems inca-
pable to save because He only seems to go so far as my works and my decisions will carry Him. 
 

Continued to page 3 ñIn the Cross of Christ I Gloryò 
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In one of our Sunday readings, we find Simon Peter in a very interesting discussion with Jesus.   He has a 
óTheology of Gloryò moment with the Savior.   Jesus gives His disciples a simple, but profound, little test.  
ñWho do you say that I am?ò   Simon Peter, in his typical knee-jerk style, quickly answers-- ñYou are the 
Christ!ò  (The ñMessiah,ò the ñAnointed Oneò). 
 
Good answer, Cephas!  Right on!  You get an ñAò for the day!ò  A gold star goes next to your name!  
 
At least for a moment, Simon ñthe rockò Peter, stands as a star pupil in a class and a world of misfits. 
 
And then Jesus gets down to the ñbottom line.ò  He teaches His disciples the very reason He comes as the 
Messiah.  He wraps up His sleeves and gets ñdown and dirty.ò  He lets them know the depth of Godôs love for 
them and the plan that He will fulfill as their Savior.  He tells them that He must suffer many things and that 
the religious authorities are going to kill Him, and after three days, He will be raised to life. 
 
And it is then, once again, in His impetuous ways, that Simon Peter pipes up.  He takes Jesus aside and re-
bukes Him!  And Jesusô reaction is stern and to the point, ñGet behind me, Satan!  You do not have in mind the 
things of God, but the things of men.ò 
 
Simon Peter goes from head of the class to the end of the line. 
 
Jesus was destined to die on a cross and Simon Peter would have nothing of it.  Simon Peter, like so many 
Christians today, has been seduced by the theology of glory. 
 
Simon Peter was willing to take a Jesus on his own terms.  He was willing to take a Jesus who healed people 
of their diseases, answered prayers, taught Christian love and a life of caring, proclaimed a powerful and im-
manent  kingdom, and shook things up once in a while.  He loves the idea of an earthly king who will throw 
out the evil Romans and restore Israel to its ñformer glory.ò   He will agree to accept a Jesus who gives Him all 
that He needs, in this present moment, lifts Him up when he falls, and will allow him to live by his own stand-
ards and set of rules.  But a Jesus who dies?  Never!   
 
Simon Peter reasons ñWhat good is a dead Messiah, anyway!ò 
 
As Jesus Himself lets Simon Peter know-- a made-up Jesus apart from the cross and resurrection is no Savior 
at all (Jesus means ñSaviorò). 
 
Pastor David Trexler tells the story of an old-tomcat whose kingdom was all around a barn. 
 

In Jasper Indiana we lived in a farm house, on three acres, surrounded by hundreds of acres of farm 
land, so we had cats, lots of theméat one time eight. There was one in particular I was rather fond of 
and that was a large gray tomcat named Smoky. Smoky was in charge of keeping all the unwanted evil, 
sometimes large unwanted evil critters away from our house.  
 
Poor Smoky seemed to get in some type of fight every single night. He was missing part of both ears. 
His eyes were swollen shut most of the time. Weekly the furry little creature would come home limping 
with cuts over most of its cat body. I sometime really felt sorry for poor ole Smoky.  
 
But them it hit me. Am I--are you--really that much different than poor ole Smoky? I mean poor ole Da-
vidé  I do spend a lot of time trying my best to keep the evil critters out of my life with not all that 
much luck I must say. Sometimes I feel like my ears have been half chewed off, my eyes donôt see as 
clearly as I wish, and by the end of the week I come limping home from all the life fights that have left 
me feeling like poor ole Smoky.  

Continued to page 4 ñIn the Cross of Christ I Gloryò 
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Continued from page 3 ñIn the Cross of Christ I Gloryò  

 
Jesusô sole purpose in His coming was not to ñmake me happy.ò  He came to save me. Joy comes ñin the 
morning.ò  He came to take on and defeat my real enemies.  By bloody nails, searing pain, the screams of a 
dying man, abandonment of His Father and those He has come to saveé in the course slivers of a roughhewn 
cross, and a borrowed tomb, Jesus comes to bring me life.  It is only a life that comes through the darkness of 
death. This Jesus comes to call it as it is; to engage me as I really am; to break down my idols; to put to death 
my sinful pride; to discipline me when I stray; and to restore me, not with simple words and nice warm hug-- 
and certainly not by having me fall face flat on the ground as I try to follow a few simple stepsðbut by means 
of taking my place in a cruel death on a criminalôs cross.  
 
The core of your Lutheran faith is the theology of the cross.  It is why you are a ñBible-believingò Missouri 
Synod Lutheran.  With eyes of faith you see Jesus active today through what seems to be simple thingé
enlivened with the Word of God--bread and wine, body and blood, water with Wordðas in Jesusô living pres-
ence He gifts into you the benefits of His death on the cross. 
 
The Jesus of the Bible suffers right alongside those He loves.  When necessary, He gets ñdown and dirtyò (Yet, 
without sin).  He takes on the stain of your sin and with bloody palms nails them to the cross.  He gives you 
treasures that last to eternal life by gifting Himself away in the midst of suffering and death.  He suffers rejec-
tion even by those He loves.  His strength is revealed in the midst of human weakness. He brings you healing, 
but often in ways you do not expect.  He walks with you through the valley of the shadow of death, and not 
around it.  In a bruised, bloodied back and a broken spirit, he cries out ñMy God, My God, why have you for-
saken me!ò    And in the torment, the abrasions, the shame and the pain, He pays the entire price necessary to 
buy you back.  
 
The Spirit of the living God puts you to death to bring you new life. He has never promised life in Him will 
always be filled with undying happiness.  Your Christian faith involves the shame of repentance and difficult 
sacrifice, and when you bring His name into the lives of others, expect to be persecuted and rejected for it.    
He was!  
 
His words to Simon Peter are to you and to me as wellðñDeny yourself, take up your cross and follow me.ò 
 
Deny yourself.  Take up your cross and follow Jesus. 
 
It is in the cross of Christ I glory.  And it is there I find the love of God that is so wide and so high and so 
deep, that He sent His one and only Son to suffer in my stead.  It is there I find forgiveness of sins, salvation, 
and a new beginning. 
 
Jesusô death becomes my death.  His resurrection is my resurrection.  And it is through His death I find the 
loving presence of Godôs power and gloryðeven in a world of brokenness and tears. 
 
I pray this summer you gather together to continue to hear the words of gospel that saves. 
 
Amen. 
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G.R.A.C.E.  

Youth Group 

  

 G.R.A.C.E. will meet on 

July  15th from 3 to 5:00 pm at 

church.  We really hope you can 

all make it.  We have some great things planned and 

a few really fun ideas for the summer.    

 Bring your Friends and lets have some great 

fellowship time.   

CHURCH NEWS DORCAS 

Dorcas will be on Summer 

Break until September, but will 

be working on a joint Rummage 

Sale with G.R.A.C.E. There will 

be a Dorcas Meeting on July 30th at 1 p.m.  If you 

are interested in joining Dorcas see Cheryl Miller.  

Midweek Bible Class  

and Sunday School will 

break for the Summer  

and resume in the fall.   

 Dorcas and 

G.R.A.C.E. Youth 

Group are going to 

partner together this 

year to hold the Rum-

mage Sale on August 

10th and 11th.    

 

 

 

 

 

 The Rummage sale will also include a bake 

sale and hot dog/sloppy joe meals.  Dorcas and 

G.R.A.C.E. are asking members of Trinity for dona-

tions of baked goods (cookies, cakes, pies, breads, 

etc.), garden vegetables if you have them and brown 

paper bags.  All profits with be divided evenly be-

tween the two groups.   

 Rummage sale stuff may come in, but please 

place items in Sunday School Room #5.  We will be 

using the Sunday School area for VBS so remember 

that and please place in the room.  More  details 

later on Rummage Sale.     

 Paraments will be 

Green through the sum-

mer.       

 Holy Communion 

Vessels for July will be 

prepared by Michelle 

Gladish, Sally Klitzke & Nancy Mihich.  
 Altar Guild is looking for anyone who is 

willing to help with Altar Guild, if so please talk to 

Kate OõConner if interested.         

 If you would like to place flowers on the 

Altar please see Nancy Mihich or the Flower Chart 

hanging on the wall in the Parish Hall.  Each Sunday 

there are two vases, flowers may be donated in 

honor of a special occasion or in memory of some-

one special or just to express your joy in your Sav-

ior.  Each vase is $10.  Please contact Nancy at 

(219) 836-9240.  Earthly Enchantments started do-

ing our flowers in May and are doing a wonderful 

job.  If you are in need of flowers for your personal 

use, give them a call at (219) 836-4710. 

 

In Christ Love,  

President, Kate O'Conner 
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Trinity is very Thankful for all its many blessing!  
 

Thank you to Dale Petroff for helping out while Bill Ball was on vacation.   
 

Trinity would like to thank all those who help out with Fellowship Coffee 
Breakfast each Sunday Morning.   

 
4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÕÎËÓ ÏÆ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÓȢ  4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
ÂÁËÅÄ ÇÏÏÄÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÐÒÏǢÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÕÎËÓ ÏÆ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ &ÕÎÄ 
ΣΡΡ ×ÁÓ ÏÖÅÒ ΏΣȟΡΡΡȢ  'ÒÅÁÔ *ÏÂ %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȦ 

 
Thank you to those who helped with Fatherõs Day Gifts that where given out by the            
Sunday School;  Max Brose, Ray Kottka and Debby Ruckman.   

 
Thank You to everyone for praying for Lincoln Maxberry, he is a 1 1/2-year-old fighting leukemia, he is                      
currently in remission.  Please continue to pray for him, the fight isnôt over just one battle won, he has about 3 
years of treatments ahead of him.  
     Thank you, Cheryl (Ball-Noble) Gonski 

Please join us 
for the a fun 
evening here 
at Trinity! 
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TRINITYõS TIDBITS OF HISTORY  

April 08, 1929: Trinity Senior Bible Class was called into being by Trinity Senior League under the direction 

of Pastor Nuoffer. 

 

April 20, 1966 :  from minutes of new Building Committee, --- several individuals raised the question as to 

why first: there were no more than one plan, and second why we would not build in an òUó Shape starting at 

the south end of the parish hall. Two motions were made both directed towards requesting the building 

committee to develop such a plan and both motions were lost. A third motion was made to split the building 

program and develop the Sunday School facilities first. This motion was also defeated.  

 

March 19, 1953 : Mr. Brand (architect) presented sketch of the Altar which he forwarded to the Halquist 

Stone Company ð the altar to have one riser 10 inches wide, and 4 inches high, also with five crosses. Mr. 

Brand designed the òIHSó for the front of the altar and presented the two sketches covering style of letters, 

after a discussion a decision was made to redesign the letters.  

 

November 21, 1927 : Trinityõs Girl Scout Troop was called into being by Trinity Ladiesõ Aid, with Mrs. D.H 
Ball, Jr., as  Scoutmaster  

 

November 30, 1919 : First Annual Mission Festival was held that Sunday. 

March 12 1953: Architectural Bronze Studioõs bid of February 24th was readé and after comparing some 

with previous bids a motion was made and seconded that the bid from Architectural Bronze Studio, designed 

by the architect for Trinity of $1411.00 be accepted using amber cathedral glass.  

August 7, 1953 : There was a questions on the colors of the asphalt tile flooring selected by the Building 

Committee, Chairman Borman requested the following ladies to be present to review, Mesdames, Helton, 

Schoop, Sanders, Hoeppner, Guest, Sitler, and Warnimont, and after a lengthy discussion the following pat-

terns were decided upon, Pattern D-064, a gray background with S-401 base, pattern C-769 a beige back-

ground with s-404 base.  

September 28, 1952 : Ground-Breaking Service at 3:00pm was held with the Rev Roger Sommer,  St. John 

the Divine (Chicago) giving the sermon. 

October 06, 1965 : At the early service two Eucharistic Candlesticks were dedicated to the service of the 

Lord. These candlesticks were presented to the Congregation by Mr. and Mrs. O.N. Kiger in memory of 

their son, George.  


