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Pastor Cont., Altar Guild, 4
twas nearly ten years ago | ast J an ulG.R.A.C.E., Midweek Bi- c
announcep | t 6 s ahkil mamiage of fourteen years had come to an end| ple Class/Sunday Schoo
As the pastor did his best to understand why two people who committed them Njght Out Fundraiser
selves together before the altar of Almighty God could call it quits after all the§

years, he saw a problem. It soon became evident the couple was in his office sirff Dorcas, Keep Us In- 5

to gain approval for the process they were about to pursue. As it happens so oftq formed, VBS 2017

they already had their minds made up. They simply were using the pastor in an

0Oy

tempt to find a way out of their troubled marriage, and desired for the Creator of thq Prayers, Recycling 6
Universe, the LORD God Himself, to fall in line with THEIR plan ofdedtruction. .

Congratulations... 7
In the broken pieces of their marriage, they each thought they had a better way. A Membership Information 8
their way was the way out!

Thank You!, 9 |[ir
As they sat there before the pastor, both of their faces were downcast. An occasiof Food Pantry, Welfare
finger would be pointed one to the other. Angry, hurtful words were exchanged Committee
They begai each of them to withdraw behind the walls of self. After a few n 10
minutes of angry stares and crossed arms, a heated debate ensued on who wa May Voteros S €
blamé who was really the oculprit.o AlVoterd Cont 11 |t
dark shadow on each of them. Thle jhwstitheran News h
|l ove her anymoreté C 0 me Fronosparkhng ey&s o sunk |y
ny wedding day, and the words| td® ,tbear s and anger , g|ServingatTrinity 12 e n
ry, right! WRONG! This couple, at last check, has been happily married ever sin| £,ndraiser Flyer 13
I n Godds grace, they eventually wor kaéd A
admire them for their newly restored love and perseverance. It was the Lord, thg June Calendar Cover

faith in Him, and their commitment to one another that won the day even in the fad<
of anger and tears. Even though they both claimed love was dead, they soon learned with Jesus anyone can start anew
Christ, anyone can have a new beginning, and love can grow, even when we are convinced it simply cannot.

OFor where your tr easurnMathéws:21) t here will you

This is one of the more common scenarios in a pastor?d
Eden.0 That woman you gave meéo 0 L@ L & re ¥QUE inatt Udl Girdyed poiniing is t o
not a new thing. We do it all the time. We each know how it works. Sin has caused each of us to lose sight of our own
responsibilities (and blessings) in each one of our relationships. Rather than remembering that a Christian marriage is ac
ally like a triangi@ the Lord, and my spouse, then fesin breaks it down into its individual components. And in the pro-
cess, sinful pride disassembles the faith, trust, and love thatiém all together. That tower of misdeeds continues

to grow. The words,0 | never | ov e daretahtaaconpren because they sreviatgnded to place
the blame on the Lord, who (intheirview s houl d have never br ougThatisthd e m
worst kind of finger pointing of all.

So many couples choose 1 Corinthians 13 as their wedding verse. It is a beautiful passage, though it was writt

in the context of all relationships in Christ. Remember thosewordsR ove i s pat iMasit, | ov
Continued to page 2 0Wl
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people consider this a checklist of items a relationship must have to be a loving one. But you and | botl
know how well we handle lists. After all, considering it is now on the cusp of summer, how is your New
Yeards resolution going NOW?

So many peopl e come tmSee,pamyt ogpPcu sod firanially,dpeyldses easy
as oproofdé the i1 dea that He or she does not see
short of the glory of God). However, | believe 1 Corinthians is not a checklist at all (in a human sense), ra-
ther, it is a mirror of the grace and love we each find in relationship with Christ, who gave Himself as a ran-

som for many. 0 Bu t God demonstrates His LOVE for us i1
u s(Romans 5:8) Those words usher each of us into the presence of the Lord whose love is so deep, and
wi de, and high, t hat it covers even MY sin, and
Sspouse. Godds | ove and mercy covers both me and
1 Corinthians 13 is a reflection of Godds | ove i
actions to forgive, renew and restore. It has as its foundation the love Christ has for the Chartie | o v
because He ({@LJom&zi9lltoviesd fwsuundd in Jesusd death on

which He continues to pour His mercy, love and grace into our lives.

It is one of the greatest failures of our society that love has been lowered to a chemical reaction in our bod-
i es, emoti onal feelings, a biological functi on,

society has declared we are nothing more than members of the animal kingdom, or we are placed in a pos
tion where the whole universe supposedly rotates around us. Turn on the TV and witness as people simpl
jump from one bed to another; from one relationship to another, without speaking of the results of such be-

havior on families and innocent children. The |
dromedé and oO0soap operad dynamic of shallow | ove
its head and defined on a whole different level than the Bible describes. The world knows nothing of truly
l iving one for another. The world can only spe
chored on the true sacrificial foundation of Jesus. The Bible, meanwhile, speaks of Christians who live o
the Saviordéds | ove with one another and stay firm
And as our heart goes, so follows the words we I
of hopelessness that tend to mark human relationships. And left to our own devices, and apart from faith ir
Jesus, everything tends to be defined within 0me
0But God demonstrates his own | ove f or(Romass58)Did t hi

you cat cdemohstraiéd é t & a t-to-tay talk, ang that is faithfulness and commitment! He con-
tinues to come to us with the forgiveness of our sins in the Sacrament and as He comes to us in His Word.
We fail, but where the Lordds gifts are, there i
for us, so we are called to be with and for one another.

When | was a vicar | was assigned to teach Englii
and teach doctrine to her husband who wanted to become a pastor. One of my greatest challenges wa
simply getting to know their culture. When we were at their home one evening he looked at my daughter
Rachel and laughed ashesai®@h e i s a 4 @fter beirnguakew aback a bit by the statement, and

Continued to page 3 0W
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wondering if | needed to be offended by it, | thought about it a little. Then | remembered the following sto-
ry (I6l1l try to get it as close as | remember.

A handsome young Prince from a small tribe in Africa was searching for a bride. Marriages in this cul
ture were arranged, there was no courting here. Chiefs would simply choose their brides and no one
dared argue. The handsome prince was the son of a chief, and He could choose any woman in hi
kingdom. The only requirement was that the chief (or the prince) had to pay the father the bride

price. The handsome prince decided instead to cross the river and ask for the hand of one of the
women from the neighboring tribe. As he was walking through the village he noticed a rather plain
looking young woman, who was slouched over and was always looking at the ground. People seeme
to avoid her. She was downright ugly. Her face was dirty and her hair was a tangled mess. Hel
dress was tattered and barely fit her under n;

want her éo The chief of the village was surp
in the village. Why dondt you pick from them
bridepri ce?6 he asked. olf you must, the bride
is2540 cows) . The handsome prince said, ol wi
him with eyes filled with | aughter, shook his
A couple of years | ater the chief visited the
meet the princeds wife. A short time | ater,

She was wearing a pretty, flowing, long dress and seemed to have a bounce in her every step. St
clearly was one of the most beautiful women the chief had ever seen. As she embraced the hand
some prince, a |l ook of shock oWMated whhaeé hlaip
The handsome prince replied,| n your eyes this woman had ver
val ue. OlE vleaowe dhaeyr .16 remi nd her how i mportant

the whole timeé | simply treasured her, and o
The Biblesays For where your tr easur(Mathéews2l)t here will yo
You ar eseg@afididiss preci ous treasur e. You are the 0

When you were broken and lost, it was God who came and found you. In the preaching and declaration ot
His holy Word upon you, He makes a new creation. In the waters of Holy Baptism, He covers you with His
love and divine mercy, and gives to you abundant life, love and imesessn enough to share (even with
your spouse!). In the meal, He feeds you and makes you more like Himself.

And now He has given you the blessings of another person to share your life with, and to live out your faith
in Christds mercy and grace and | ove.

There is good news; the love of Jesus can bring new life to a troubled marriage. Jesus, by Word and Sact
ment, i s now in the process of omaking all thing
as we should, or even, when our marriages fail. In this glorious dance of life we simply follow His lead, an

love is made new again.
Continued to page 4 0Wr
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Jesus came to you and me when you had no intrins
made you dirty and scarred and separated from Him. However, in His great mercy He paid a tremendous
price for you and your spouse. And as your bridegroom He gives you all that he has so that you might be
with Him in His mansion forever. He paid the brigeice for you with His very blood. He loves you and
continues to value you. Where Jesus treasures you in water, bread and wine, body and blood, arid Word
there you will find His heart.

Love IS never easy. True |l ove calls for tremend
heart wil/ be alsod6 first speaks of Christ, and

May you, together in Christ, both abide. There is room for each of you in the lekimdness of the heart of
our Savior forever. | pray that both He and your spouse are treasured within your heart.
In Him | Remain, His Servant and Yours,

Pastor Kevin Olson

CHURCH NEWS My G.R.A.C.E. NEV
- . The Paraments will " " G.R.A.C.E. will meet on
Ahal' GU.I{ be Red on June'for The  ” iy Sunday, June 2%ere at Trinity
: Day of Pentecost, then p . @ at5p.m. and we will plan the
White on June 14 for s 2\

- July 18 gathering.
Trinity Sunday, then on

June 18 they will change
over to green and contin-

ue through the summer. §§ Midweek Bible Class "' /i
Green is the color of abiding life, nourishment, rest®¥“A% and Sunday School will
and the dominate color in nature. y sinasy b
: . s reak for the Summer
Holy Communion Vessels for June will be News B

prepared by Betty Szal a K a 2 regugngig hefall c LA s s
If you would like to place flowers on the Al-

tar please see Nancy Mihich or the Flower Chart

hanging on the wall in the Parish Hall. Each Sundan Night Out The next one is set up for
there are two vases, flowers may be donated in June 19, 2017 _
honor of a special occasicsr in memory of some- Jedi ds Garden i

one special or just to$expres|s your joy in your Sav- School nvite your family and friends to
ior. Each vase is $10. Pleasentact Nancy at .
(219) 8369240. Y Fundraiser  come out and join in. Pass along

one of the flyers in this newsletter
In Christ Love, Pr edothgms nt Markyoprgalendpe qnd more in-
formation to come. Please help support the

School Fund!
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Keep Us Informed
I n our days of t|
vacyodé please kee
informed of your whereabouts.
If you move, change your tele-
phone number, have a birth or

will be working on a joint Rum- '\
mage Sale with G.R.A.C.E. Youtt
group to take place in August.  Enjoy your Sum death, if you or a member of
mer! If you are interested in joining Dorcas see your family are hospitalized or in
Cheryl Miller. need of a visitation please call
the church office. The days when hospitals used to

Dorcas and .5 ys are long gone. The only way we will know
i G.R.A.C.E. Youth

: for sure if someone has a need is if you let us know.
Group are going to

partner together this ¢ gipje says,

' \ year to hold the Rum- | s anyone among you suffer
A Y mage Sale. Due to the cneerful? Let him sign praise. Is anyone among you sick? |
fact that school starts him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over
for most kids the week of August ¥4the Rummage him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the
Sale will be held on Augustand 12 prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord wi
The Rummage sale will also include a bakeaise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgi
sale and hot dog/sloppy joe meals. Dorcas an@n. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and_ pray f
G.R.A.C.E. are asking members of Trinity for dona®ne another, that you may be healed. The prayer of rlghtequ
tions of baked goods (cookies, cakes, pies, bread, €' S0n has great powesES\s |
etc.), garden vegetables if you have them and brown
paper bags. All profits with be divided evenly be-
tween the two groups.
Rummage sale stuff may come in, but please
place items in Sunday School Room #5. We will be
using the Sunday School area for VBS so remember ﬁ
that and please place in the room. More details lat-

er on Rummage Sale. June

VBS Planning has started. Later in June we will start the food item list, so that every-
one will have advance notice of items needed.

Be part of Mighty Fortress VBS! God6s chil dren of all a
%S the victory is won atMighty FortredgBS. AND, every child will hear the Good News that Je-
sus, their Savior, has won the victory over sin, death, and the devil and that God gives us tha
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! Alighty Fortred8S, as VBS staff you can live out the
theme oO0ln Jesus, the victory i s wonlfdjouxan y o
help full or part time, we have many ways to be involved to suit your schedule and interests. Call Mary
Schoop at (219) 9324660 or sign up onlinéhtips://vbsmate.com/TrinityHammondIndiana , or
e-mail at trinityluthham@yhaoo.com for more information. Join us to see how in Jesus, the victory is won!

We would also like you to prayerfully consider volunteering. Last year we had around 50 children
who participated in the VBS program. This year it will be held Jlyt@28™.

VBS is in need of damaged or scratched DVD or CD for crafts and 2 liter pop bottles. If you are able
to donate them please leave them by the stage in the Parish Hall.
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Please Pray for the following :

Our Pastor- Pastor Kevin Olson and his Family

Our Church - Trinity

For all who are serving in The Military

For all those who are Unemployed or Under Employed

For Those Who have ongoing Medical Illness: Annette Greski, Mary DelLau
DeLau, Carolyn McCullough, Gladys Ross, Kathy Baside Kottka, Helen Doeg

Debby Schmidtdés mom, Phyllis Eddins
Veyette., Chuck Hemphill a friend of Lee Lewis, Janet B&lren Ohr, Jeanette Needs
Schoop, Cl audette Fanno, Riley Wal.:

great niece of Joyce Fies & Jackie ™Mel ncke,
Miller.

For Home Bound Members: Mary DelLau, Alan Gladish, Annette Greski, Joseph Janik, Lois Lute, Dorothy
Joan Luerssen, Grace Muenich.

For Those Who have recently lost loved ones: The family of Kathryn Basick.
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If you have a family member or friend who would like to be on our prayer list please call Mary in the office dt (219)

9324660 and she will make sure your prayer request is entered. If you submit a prayer request to Nancy pl
her know if you would like your prayer request passed on to Mary in the office to note in the Sunday Bulletin.

ease le

Paper,
Aluminum Cans,
Ink Cartridges, Cell Phones, Pop Can Tabs & Plastic Grocery Bags

Dondét Forget to bring your Newspapers
CLiNg Envelopes, etc. and drop them in the Green & Yellow Paper Retriever on the north si
the church parking lot. Not accepted item3NO cardboard, cereal/soda cartons, food
wrap/containers, tissue products, phone books, plastic or glass.
Aluminum cans can be dropped off in the box in the Parish Hall. These help us right here at Trinity.

Ink Cartridges and Cell Phones can be turned into the office. No TONER! These items help St. John Luthe
School in Lansing lllinois, where two of our youth attend school.

Plastic Bottle Caps & Lids water bottles, pop bottles, medicine caps & bottles, detergent bottles, ket
bottles, shampoo/conditioner bottles, peanut butter jars, mayonnaise jars, cooldmfup get the idea.

Box Tops are now being collected to help out St John Lutheran School where two of our youth members att
There is a box on the grand piano to drop these off in. Thanks

Pop Can Tabs - To help Riley Hospital. There is a jar on the piano in the Parish Hall for donations.

Plastic Grocery Bags - are being collected for our sister congregation at Concordia Lutheran Church. A mem
Concordia is using them to weave bed rolls for the homeless.

Keep them coming!
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Congratulation to the
Graduates of 2017

Trinity would like to
Congratulate all who are
gradating from preschool,

or college this year.

grade school, high school,

Happy Anniversary
Pastor Olson.
Trinity is very Thankful
or your service here.

Trinity is very Blessed!

Our Pas‘cor 5 Armlversary

0
Father S Day'



